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HERITAC;E OF THE GORDONS

LIrE at best is a difficult process. This rnanuscript is dedicated to thosewho have rnade our lives a little easier. . rrour grandparentsrrand thosethat left this world before them. They made many sacrifices to assure theirchildren and their grandchirdren the best life has to offer.

Looking back over the years we see how diligentry and lovingly they tried tocarv(r a p]:r<:c in hist<lry lor tts. lt']rcy triecl to mold us irr their inraggs thatw. rtrigl-r1' llt'st s.rvr' (1,<l ;r.ntl ,ttr t:'rnrl'y. Jrr .t.l l-()sl)(:('t wt, ;.r.r.r. thlrr6frrl f'.rwhiit our grarrdparettts halver clone ror us, ancl wt, have repaicl them by bcconringIoafers' bums, and looking {or handouts at the expense of our own children andluture generations. when r was born on March z!, 1g99, my parents hand.edme a national debt of which my share to pay off was about sixteen dollars, Atthis writing in 1965 I think that each of our children owes a debt of about6 t / 
^^s4buu' u0 and due to our elective system of electing to office people who believein the spoils system I have no doubt that within a matter of five years the percapita national debt alone will amount to five thousand clollars per person. Asfor my part, I am ashamed and ask the forgiveness of those that follow me.

I happened to be in Edinburgh, Scotland, in I919, and went to the library tosi-'e what informartiott thcy c:orrlrl srrlrply on tht'cclrclorrs who h;rd migraterj toArncrica. It w.,Ls nry goo<l fo.rtrrnrr to tlrrct l.hc l,jbr;rriitn, Mr. Victclt. Crocl< _ford' and he sperlt clays, woel<s, rrrouths an<J yc,,;rrs in sending nre infornrationabout the famity anci this continued until his death in 1935. io him I o."ve a lot.
Many times during my life I tried to piece all the data I had assembled into amanusclipt, but somehow or other I could never get it comprete; what rookedto be a f.act to me one day woulci only prove a failacy the folrowing,

There are over r2,000 Gordons in Georgia alone, and about half that many insouth carolina' This was a very prolific clan a s' you shall see if you read on.Many of our anc€rstors hiLcl as many as J 0, l2 and l5 chiidren, and remarkableas it scems, rrrost cif l lr<rnr lj vc<l to ;rclrrlthoocl .

For those who warnt a quick look zrt the Gorclon family as we know it the pasthundred or so years, Richard Gordon was born sept. 26, lzg5 in pickens
County, S. C. Soon after he reached adulthood, he moved to what is nowcarnesville (Banks co'nty), Georgia where he was granted;";" land.The county records show that he stayed there several years. However, thecensus of i830 iists R-ichard Gordon as head of familyin Morgan county,Georgia, and Richard Gordon, Jr. as head of family. Richard Gordon, Jr.had a middle initial, either a I'Cil or ilBrr ... I donrt know which as bothinitials appear in the record. Both of these Gordons served in the civilwar, the elder Gordo'doing recruiting rvork, and Richard Gordon, Jr.served with Longstreet in Virginia.
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Mr. James carney,who was born in Madison county and grew up there,
furnished me wit.h a list of the Gordons in th;rt County about 1890. His
father knew thcrr well and he saicl that many times he went with his father
to Richard G. Gordonrs distillery about I miles frorn Madison. I am giving
you the list as he furnished it to me, and it is almost identical with the list
sent me by H" G, Gordon, a cotrsin who lives in Miami but who is the son
of Lonnie Gordon. He was r6.ised in Walton County, and he knew more of
the great uncles than I did. Here is the list:
Richard G. G<,rrd" (I{is wifr:rs r.r;rrr.rc wari .ot listecl . )S;rrnlcl lt. (.i<-lrclt.rrr rrry (;/ Ir \^/lto r,r,irs [6r.rr ;rb11rrt I g49 ;rn<l clit,cl irr I ()Zir
Willie A. Gordon (I anl qrritt: strrc l.l<new this orrc) I{e djccl in l9ltt.
Ramouth C. Gordon
Epting G. Gordon (chunk) I knew this one and he was a gentleman.
Jeff D. Gordon (He migrated. to Texas after the craw{ord feud and I

visited him at Tioga, Texas about lgZZl
Henry ca11ie Gordon (Kiliecr by the crawfords in the whiskey war)
Nancy Gordon, girl

By Second marriage:

Armenius Gordon
J" J" Gordon
L,. P. Gorrl<irr ('t'hjl; is pr-ob;rbly l,rlrrrr.i t.)
Albclt l-1. (i<.rrdon --{tIiLl)
BenjaminG;r.6;i (Kr.rp^rartc' report is e'closed o. this one)
Emory S. Gordon (He was sheriff of Walton County for about Z5 years)
Lena V. Gordon, girl
Ne11ie Elizabeth Gordon
Lydia Ada Gordon
Thomas E. Gordon

This list is about complete as told to me, but some of the children listed bv
second marriage might be mixed up with those of the first marriase

Nrral|y all thcse livc'rl in M;tclisolr Corrnl.y at thr: tinrc of the feud, but all
moved aw;iy within Zr )oirt. or. so crxcc,pl. two or tl-rrce.... I thjnl< Willic staycd
on and perhaps Arnrt)nius. IJpting (Chunk) rnovecl to Carnesville, Ceorgia,
and one of his brothers moved to Homer, Georgia. Both of these towns arein Banks county. Later, Epting (chunk) moved to near winder, where he
was living at the time of his death. He was a real credit to the Gordon name
and could be rated among the best.

Sam. R. Gordon and Ben. F. Gordon moved to Oconee County and at least
three of ther brothers movecl to Jones Corrnty (Gray) anci two or three moved
to Pickens county, s. c., and to spart:rnburg, s. c. The fanrily NEVER clid
meet as a complete unit after the move. There was never a picnic, or a time
when all got together, and very few correspondecl with one another.



S;rrnticL R. (ior.c.lorr rI.r.l rt.jtrcl 1;',,rrrry .[.,r-rr,,c:rrr. ] clo not beljcrre eiither ccllrld 5ar'etrta<it' , l-rt-'tLc'r t:ltoic(ri tht:y w('r'c l,r.'i'q, kirr<1 errrtl co.sid.r*t(r of ciich othcr.Both were cle'r'out christians.tncl rrry gra'clfather wa.s a leader in every churchhe associated *'ith' He wa'' a fairly lood speaker and orre of the better bari-tone singers' During my yoqth he alway".ir"na"d every service his churchheld' and *'hen for some'"tuuon or other prayer meetings were d.iscontinued
;i::il*::i 

he arratrged that thev be heli at his hom* Jna at other homes

This union produced the following chilclren:
E' Randorph Gorcr>n (Ras) (Rarlph) who married carlie price Gorcro'ra dist:rnt cousin. He: djr:d on f)cc. 3, Ic)50 at thc.ge of 74.c;rll.ir' cr.rr-<r'rr trir:rl irr r')r,r.t,rrrl.rt,r. .I r \.)(tz _;rg. sJ.
-umory E. Gordon also rnarried a distant cousin, Claud Gord.on,daugirter of Epting (Chunk) Gordon, of Winder, Ga. He diedabout l95Z and his widow stil1 survives him. Emory was a prizeuncle; he was aggressive, worked hard; accumulated greatwealth and was a mark of respectability. 4

Lottie Gordon, a gi11, married oscar cooper and they were blessedwith about six children. I tried very ha-rd to get some informationabout this couple, but all I know is that both have departed thislife. The last time I saw them was in 1950.
Paulinc':ciorclon, a g:i rJ, n-|;l rric<r wm. p;tr.so's. I b.r jev. thiH war$ irv(:r'y .5{l(:(j(:gsfrrr 

'rr;, r.r.i;tgt.. []otJr rr;rurir.;1 11d wiil werc u'rrsrr;trJykind to tflt-t wl..t' I w-rs;r bcly. This trrrio' w;rs:rlso blessecl withsome six children. T.hey are both deceasecl .

osie Gordon' a girl, married Joe whitehead. They had five childrenbefore his untimely death of typhoid .tro,-ri 1910. Many years laterosie marriecl a n'lan named waters that I never knew, but mygrandfather told me that Mr. Waters was a wonderful man; kind,considerate, and this union was blessed with cloyce waters, aboy, who was born probably about l9l g. Osie still survives andis one of two aunts that wriies rr,e ..*,ri..iu.
w' Eufa Gordon, th('j yri-rpc!st sor, rrl.1 rriecr l-ucy Baxter ab.ut r gl r.This was prob:rbly the happi t st r-r-r;rrriargt: trrat I krrew as a bov. Eufawas ar-rnost witrrc.rut faurt. He showed rri" ior," for Lucy every day ofhis life. I might state that she ,.r;;;n]" rou" devotedly. As acouple, this one would ranl

;::k:;* r have tried,:"J"?1,,:; :'ili::"':fl," il:;"J ;l?:L
Georgia. 

rany years ago' but Lucy still lives and works in Athens,
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Vinnie Gordon, a girl, lxarriecl tValte:: Nunn;rb,i-o a hor:.,:) ho p.o,ri rt.;;:^.,,..:,-'::.^,': "1:t" ;rbout i9ll. They mo\,,ed
abo't tr,r,ic:c, ,J::,:t:;: l:,:ltij' 

shoals' cieo.iri., i.nd I saw rhc,nr

I:l;1,.']l'i:::*r'; 
(''r'j'; sr'<r" .''::'Ii:;:'il:]:1,'ni;;;,',]::'";;;""li:ri.::"''"

;i:::;:xl;i; 
. i,li:J'll.'l: J,':l,J ::,.lllii:,,1: 

,ll,,l,:,:,,Ji*;i:ljiJ,,.

rr sumrrary, I wor.rld guess tl:rat. my grandpare:rts hacl many heartbreaks
:;.TJ:;::'::;;t;:-;:"";'n"" "nita'"". rhis can be "jio also or my
h ea rtb r e a k s di d o c c' r, *,n,. *i,lj ; "*:T :l"H;:;;"'":rirJH,:1il.,5,w'ould express his concern, his worry, otlrer than at the time of familyprayers at night wherl my grarrd{atirer sar-nuel woulcl urt rr-r.-r.ord to sl:ow]rjrvr l'htr r4r;1 u tc,, gr.;tlt'r lt.julrls;rrr<l ir sl< rli;rt rris; (,r.r;rrrr so, ol- sors-jrr-l;rrr,lrt' ..;irowrr llrr. li;, lrl. S;r,,,,,,,.l-rn,,,,-, ., r.r.,rl(,lrr.isrtight' I.lis r hjlrl't'rr lil.r.ri r, ,,,isil rlrt, ,lct tr<,,-r,'.i..,li ,l:'l-.llj'"j::lr:,:'.l 

tl rl;rv ;rrrrl
as j(l oi"r)-ro.'e r'-rerr, wor.Llr a'ci c'hijrrr.'worrrcr garrrcr tirere;ll";:,lr;:rtil;lll,
As church hardly ever let out befor e LZ:30, by the tirne Samr"rel had shakenhands vu'ith ei"er)'o'e in sight ancl st;:"rted for home it u,ourd be about l:00 p" m.
When a1l that r
t he c h i,c, r 

" " *;ii{ : i;'i::,:1 ?il' 1,i,,,,:; 
.'i;;#*: 

"*::H.":i :,J :i ;J,.childret: u'ould send orre abo.,t- 6 years ord inside to see ,r ,rr"-or.us at the tabrewere finisl:ed' It was not unusual for the older ones to finish lunch (clinnerr'l'e ca.[1ed it tht-n) arrrl sit ;L r.c_rrr'c] lhr,r t;rbl. a'c.l t;r. ll< t. "rr<-rrr'cl 3:00 p. 
't.U'c'J.. -iirric_rr-y.rrd lris I.:rrrrily lr;Lr.tlJ), t,l,t,r- (:aJtrr: {.,r 1,,,,.:lr, buf wo'lcj dr.jr,t,rrl.rarbortl ):a0 p' m' :i'd I d,I-rit 

't'c:iill Ur<:le Eur. ir'd hi' wife comlr)lr for lrr'chvery often' brtt they wouicl c.me during the afternoon and sit around and talk.
when Eufa marriecr Lrrcy she was'l;.rut 16 yea:s old ancr very beautiful. Herfather w'as a s,perri'te'cleut of a cotlrrr rrri11 ard srre ha.d.never worked on a
"1:T,, "11:;"-;:;Tiiiml:: 

jc1lc']':sv .-"''; so,.,,e or .rre other wome,,,
begtttt t<; r;.rclt:, 

-"u,',r 
I,t,r'rr't: rl,.'u'';':,1.:tl',i,1],;-'r?l:l'::,:,'.'"" a"'l th"ir bc.:'r.tv hacl

sa'rrrel R. corclorr rr.cl "r rjrrritc:d gr;rde sr:horl cc.lrrc:rtj<.rrr, r.lrrt hrrlearriing. He subscribecr ro .rbour 5 papcrs and magazines (the :;i;:r:::l]i"uthe neighborhoo<l to do tlris). ;. was cln avicl reacler; his knowleclge of thcrBiblc' was unberlievable 
''d, ptrtti'g ir quite fran)<ry, r think he was ore,f t'e

rJ 4
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most intelligent men th;rt I have ever known. I enjoyed his ahnost con-
stant companiosh.ip for aborrt trvo ycars. When I wotrld qitestion his
{a.r'tily b;rckgrorrrrd, hc u,ortl.cl <'h:ttrgc the subit'<:t vt:ry abrt:ptly. I learnc'd
;i lot ;rl>orrt. thc f;rrrrily lt'rrrrr (it';rrrlttr,t I'-itttt.ty, lris v,,iit'. Slrt' wcittlri t;Llli ltr
y1'1r.: lty tlrt. lrt.rLrr orr;Llrrrosl ;rrryl. lrirrg l;t.sl<t'tl ltt'r'. 'l't-r tlris rl,ty lclo ttot. l<tttlu'
why (rr:rncl1-llr woillrl nol disclrss lris l';-rtlrt't';i.rrcl gl'lincil;ILhrrr with trrt', brrt I

imagine that thcir: ownillg ar-rd o1.rc:r'ittjng;r clistillery irad a lot to do with it.
He could make a speech on a minuters notice about the evils of alcohol,
and he had arnple cause to abhor and hate the evil stuff as all of vou know.

To a farmer, picking peas is one of the tasks he hates to do most. In the
fi-^+ *l-^^ +^ -r1r DL pa@uc, ,- ;rick peas for storinu, one has lo wait until they are thororrghly
dry, else they will nrildew. lt was cotton picl<ing tirne about l91Z and I had
ncvcr ber:n to aL rnervit', (ir;trrrllr,r r,v;rs ir;tyirlrl rrr(' i5f ;r hrrrrdred to picli cotton,
;Lntl I nrir. ll;rg<'tl 1.<.r lricl< ir. lrorrl I tro llrs. .r tl;ry. ( )rrr' <l;r.y lrr' ;r slit'rl ttrt' to lrr'.1 p hirrr

lticl< 1"rtrir"s (blar'kt,yt.) to stot'r. lor' tlrc w.i trlt'r. As ,r s;rt'r:i;r l :i trtlttt:t'tttt'ttl, lrt'
told me he wrrulcl p;iy rrrc J5f :r hrrrrcllcd lbs. airrd, whctt the croP \/as irt;trtd
at the proper opportunity, he would take rre to a nrbving picture show. I
had never seen one and I doubt that he had.

We would pick cotton r:ntil about I t a,m. then go to lunch, and about noon he
r','ould figure the peas wefe dry enough to pick, so we would start on that job
and work until sundour. I did not earn as much picking peas as I did when
picking cotton, but the prospect of seeing a moving picture urged me on. I
r,^.'ould say that in about a \/eek we had picked the peas and stored them in a

cr:ib where they woul.rf renlain ir"r tl.re shcrll until the rxrinter months,and what
wr'1ri<:l<ccl worrlrl iill;r s;rrr;r.l I r'()()nr. n l'l ('r'\,\'('lr;r<l firrishcd thc -iolt, Ct'atrclp;t
s.r i<1, " Wt,ll, yt,rt .l rl;I v,',r il ;rrrrl ottl ol t ltt'r';t' tl,ryr; I r,r,ill l,r kt: yott ttt A{ltt'tts, rl

I clt,rrtt l,.rrow ltorv rrrrrt lr Iirrrt' t'l.L1,r-;t:rl, i-rrtl otrt' tl,ry lrt' loltl trrt' llr;rl'ltl. l. :;.i r.lrrs

1-loitrt t.o;r goorl cli r5r torlr()l't'r)w, so I wiU r';rJ. l yrrtr;tt 5 olt:lot: li ilttcl t\,.'s'iii r]tr

to Ather-is and $()r) "r nlovic|. rl

We arrived in Athens about 9 a.rn., a di.stance of about l3 miles. We carried
lunch with us that Grandrrra had prepared and her parting request was for Sarn
to buy a 1b. of Arbuckle coffee without chicory. The cost was 15f a lb. or
Z lb:,. for a quarter.

Our trip was uneventful; the only annoyance to me was that Grandpa would
stol) now and then;1t a hollse anc.l (:on\/erse rr,rith thc oc:cr.tpant. He said there
w;r.s n() r'rrslr, lrrrl- I w;rs lr;rp1ry lo 1',t't l'; r t'llrc r' {'t'ottr ltotrt,' wltttrtt ltr' l<trt'rv {c'u't'r
1rt.o1rlt,, Wt' t.ir'rl rrlr llrt' lrulr-; , r.; irr llrt r'(',rr' ol Alll', .l()l'l l,ls r;l()t'('; ll,tr't' lllt'ttr
warter and put orrt.t bruicllc o1'furlclt:r 1or tht:nr to cat orr. 'f'hen htr told llrr'th;lt
he had to go to King-Hodgsons to buy sorle groceries and that hc u,ottld mect
me at the theaterr at about 1l a. rrr. The theater was on College Avenue, ol'
maybe it was City Hall Avenuer, betweren Bro:rd Street and Clayton Street. It
was no more than a common store. Thev had built a fover in front and had zr
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pretty ticket seller. The sides of the foyer were plastered with colorcd
signs telling about corning;rttractions. I enjoyed iookjng at them. Nearly
cve'rythir)g wars e:ithc'r onc recl or two recls. I thotrght I I otclock would
n('v(, l' (:()r'n(', lrrrl. ;rlrorrl I O:.'l 5 llrt' 1.',ir'l rrpcttccl llrt' wirrtlrrw l.o st'll tit'l<t'ts ,..
IO5( lor';r<lrrll.r; ;rrrrl trSt lr;t' t ltilrlrclr. Alrortl llr,rl lirrrr'(,t';ttrtlp,t :iltor,rrcrl ttlr ;ttrrl
h<-, b<.,ut'l,ht thc twt-r tir:l<c'ts ;r.rrtl \.r,t' vgt'rrt itrsitlc ;tntl s;rt orr t (.)nrrn()rt loltlirrr-l
chzrirs, wiLh liar.rd botlor-rrr;, thr., ij rr;l tlral J hiLcl r:\/(:r' so('r), bttt Lc-t s('cr tl'r()
larpie screen jn front r:f nrer was wonclcr{ul...,. About 1l a.rn. a sirr'}
flashed o_n the screen which said I'Ladies, in respect to the other customers
will you please rernove your hats'r and about this time the lights went out...
They showed slides for aboul 5 minutes, urging the theater customers to
buy ice cream at Costasr.. " Buy groceries at Arnold & Abney, and the like.

Then u'hat we had been waiting for started. It was one of those bad pictures
rlhcre a oirl rrras i11 love rvith the good country boy, but the villain g'ith the
black mustache carlre on to the scene. When he could not win her away, he
qot h<'r 1-lrrorrgh A. 1'ust,to g,o rvitlr lrjrrr irr;r brrqgy, ;rrr<l tht:n ht'ticrl hel to a

r';.rjlrr.rrrtl Lrircli jrrs; t ;rs tlrr. lrt'ir-', lrt tt';rirr lttt','r'irr s;i1ilrl... - Nirlrrr';Llly, tlrt'
crounLry bc.,y hacl fc-rllclwc:<l tlrcnr r:n his fa.ithltrl llor-st:, so ht: go1 thclc just ill
tirle to cut the bondages and rerr!o\/e her {rom the trhck when the train roared
by. It looked so real to rne that I thought actual and living actors'fuere per-
fornring behind the screen. They also showed another Z reel picture, then
some mcre com:rlercials, and then of course the comic.., . After we had
been there about I LIZ hours the lights went on and a sign flashed on the
screen asking everyone to leave. Of course late comers were not leavinc and
since they could not tell that Grandpa and I had seen the whole show, I prevailed
on him to stay and see the shorn'again, which'we did.

Cn fin;illy le;r.vinp1 1.ht'1.ht'a.tor', rv('cl-r1 ('rr-it'd irrto th<'iltare of tht: srir-rlight ;rn<1

fr-rt.tntl ()llr w;ry l-,,.rt l<. to Alrr' .]rtr'lts wlrt't'r' w't' lrilr'lr<'rl rrlr llrt. lror':i('i-i, rvcrrl ltr
King & Flodgs<.rrrs 1'or l.lrc: !ir'(r( ('r.i r.'s ;tntl st.r.r'tt:tl ltonrt...

As we rode slowly home r-reil.her of r-rs spoke. Grandpar cnewea on his tob:rcco
and every once in a while he would spit, aiming his expectorate towards the
steel rim of the wagon wheel. In mv own 1ittle mind I was thinking about the
great movie I had seen... l would not have missed it for anything.... After
perhaps a half hour of aknost complete silence, Grandpa spoke up and said,
"Cloyce, I hope what you have seerl today is a great lesson for you!'r I assured
him it was.... He asked'khatgood have you learned?" I began to tel1 him about
the wonderful show, how we had seen it twice for one price.... He listened to
me for a whilc: and s;ricl: "Yorr n'rjss the point entirely; we have received no
lt;r rl-1;rirr. W,' ,'ortlrl lr;rlr' lrorrl'lrl ,r tloz.r'rr ,rtr<l ,r lr;rll' rrl' lr;rrrltrrits, ot' ;t lrotnrtl ol'
<.,ur<ly llt;rl- r.l,urrlrl lr;tr,('n()ut'ir;lr,'tl ottt'lrorly. lrr:;lr',rrl lrr,. 1l.rirl llr.rl l,rrlv l'i llt'r'tr
c(:rrls to lool< irt lrt:.t'p:i ('tut'rjr-i. Altlr',"vt: lrit(l sr:t:rr l. lrt: lritr ltrrr.s sltt'slill lr.rs
therrr and she also h.rs our fiftt:cn ccttts . . . . . "
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(irandpa Ben was also a grcat Fr'!trrr btit hc was no learclcr. He attcndcc-l
services at the church every timr: the dor:r was open, but he took no part
jn the proceedings, other than to s;r.y a short prayer when callecl upon. Hc,
too, had his sorrows in lifc. At;tn r.rarly age: I gainccl tht: impression th.rt
tr<'w;r.s rrsjcklyr'..., Jrrrlr'r.rl hc r,r,';r:-; sjcl< :rbc<l i.iolttc of llrc tirnc.... J trt,vt,r
l<rtt,v,' ;ttty(rttt: 1.lr;rl rlitl rrol lili<' lriru r)r' llr;rI lrc :+;rokr. ill ol ... I.]r, t.t.r.t;rirrly lr;i<1
Itjs slt;lrt' r.rl' s()t'r'()w:j . . . llr' lr,rrl p1. 1,r; t,rrtt,rl [1 lrirrr lry lri:; e7il1., Mpll1, Slr,g,,r r.t,
a boy anci girl ;rfter tlrt:y h;rcl bce rr rrr;r.r'l' jt:d a lit.tlc <.lv(: r ;r yc.rl.. 'l'lrc bt>v clic.tl
before he was on() year o1d; thc girl w;rs n-)y nrother Callie. As the year.s
rolled by-his wife presented him 'with additional daughters: Georgia, Lucy,
Levia, Cleo and Jessie. His wife diecl when rry mother was 14 years old.
Although there were plenty of u,idows in the neighborhood he never courted
any of them and elected to rajse the girls by his own strength. Those that
knew the girls know that he did a good job for they were all sweet, honorable,
and caused him :ro trouble, except in a corrple of instances he knerv that they
had married the wrong man. .. When he would learn of mistreatment to his
daughters by the husbands he would walk out on the porch and lean against the
r: o1'11e r post atr<1 1:1;rrc irrl.o thc r,lis1;rn(:c, ;rs jf l.o slty ilLorci,brin.q thy pr,;rce to
llrosl rtrrlr;rl)l)y ,rrtrl irr r_li:; lr.r,l;r-: .rl

Benjamin FranJ<li.n (it.rrclon h;i<J Ii,r,t-r brot.lrt'rs, prob;r.bly bot]r wcrrt: c>]dt:r llrirl
he, Lawson Gordon anci Mack Gordon. I cto not know his fatherts nalne, but
his father died probably in the Civil War. Ben u,als born in lB50 i1 piclcens
Cortnty, S.C. It is documented that both Lav,'son and Mack served in the Corr-
federate army and that Ben did not. He was 14 years o1d. when the war ended...
After Richard G. Gordon, Jr. lost his wife by death, he proceeded to marry
the second tim;and brought his new wife ancl Ben to Mad.ison, Georgia (Morgan
County). M.ack and Lawson did not come, but a sister did., and Mr. Carey told
me he thought her name was Lucy and that she never married, but he is not
sure of this.

UP rrntil tl-rcr 1.i rrr(' ()l rrry rrrt,cl:i rru rr1.r willr lvl r. (,;rrrr..s irrrcl Mr.. O;rr.r,y, I lrlrrl
;rlways l>c:c,:tt ttttclt:t- llrt'irrll)r'('ssiorr lJi;rt lticlt;tr'rl, .lr, w;rs'tlrr: faLlrt.r.,l;rIl {1r,.,s..
children. His sccottd wife clid l-rcar hirn seiverarl- chilcl ren, but I arn not sure
which are which.

When I started taking notes for this manuscript I started. i.n Scotland for I was
sure I could get all the information that I wanted on the family from Richard
on down, but sonrehow or other, every one that I contact'can give rne o1ly
minor: inforn'ratiorr. I harvt: two aurrts frorr my f;r.l.her-rs side living, ancl neitherr
czrn tell rrte very rnucJr ;-rlrout tht: {;rnri1y, othr,: r th;Lri tht: cl;rte of dtrtrt]r ancl plar:t:
o{ de.rth o{ thcir c}\/n llitrcnts. I h;ivt, twcr ir"rurls l'r'orrr 11)y motherts siclt: ].iving
and the only onc J havc'bccn lrblc to <: onl;tr:t, Arrrrl Clt:o, calt gir,,rr vt:r.y littlc
infQrrn;-ttiorl , tll.hrrr tlr;rrr t() c'()nlirrrr llr;r1 (ir';rnrllrit lJr:lr rljcl jrrrl t:t.cl lriryt';r Lrr-9thc,r
ttetrrtt:d Lawsor-r art<l ;.Lrrtttll('l' nirrrrt:ri .M,rr: ir. Slrr: clirl rroI rrir:rttiorr lris lr,rr irrr: ;t

ir
.i_,



lrloo<l sistr'l', ;r'l !lrtrrtl'

tlttr tirrrtr ul lris <.lt'irtfr

lIOt t-Ilitr1'Y il'llcl liv'':d
rrrost likclY in S' C '

lr 'l llr,ltl'l r; { itt t'tlotllr:

.rl-)orit l'.,(.)O, r;t;Ltt's t

lo bt' 55 Yt:lr rs oltl'

llilrl,' wlrit lr rv'ts

lr.rt. lris t ott:;itt, I

I lt: ditl ttot stl.tLc:

l<r'1rt irrtirt't rr1'r rrrrti'l

,r rt y ( io t'ilot r , tli rl

wlr.t rt: she dit'd' bttt

AurrtCleoinoneletternlentiolredthat.lrc:rfaLher,BerrF.Gordon,hadtwo
brothers,MackGordorranclLawsonGordcrn'andthreesisters.Janemi}rried
Frank phillips, Nancy Gordon *lttl"a a Mr. vinson' and that Great Aunt Lucy

clid not tnarry. wrrir" I canrt ii*,J rny record of the first two named sisters'

there is ample evidence availabi" r" ptoue tharAunt cleo is right on this' The

chancesare:thatthefirst'*o"*"t""..utrdidmovetoGeorgia'anditis
f ,.',-, *iblt' tlr;rt l-'rtc y only vis:i tt'd thert: '

w'crr I w.rs a boy s('v(:l',rl llrr-1"'' l)()l'lt"ttl:; r''t'''-l . 
lt'rrrt''irtl'r)lr llr.w'tlls ,{'t.rl';t ltt

relatives of my granclnrother, *arr, stcw.rrt (-i'.r't.r,ir. s!rt: wi-re ;r- ,r:;rrrt'ilrtl p''i'I

rvhen the portrails were made ""a 
tO"*t l6 years old' My mother told n]e that

s he ha d,.,, o,' v i"' o' n' o : "f i, : *." ** *"t"itr;;;: : : 
-ri? illl: i?;:l"t;

'This information was also g1\/€

t h e' w ha t r r.,, o-* ;;; : i :: :l l i"l* T511'J:""11 :"'iT"" :?ii'Iffff'l'n iX'" *

my mother and Aunt Ceorgra a

Sorrtt:howorotherltrcr,ergav-",n"'*httothesurenessofdeathuntilitwas
totl late.

IlllN.lAMlN I"ltnNi(l'lN ( i()lil)t)N' lr'r'rr irr l'it l<t'tr:-; ('ortrrtY' S' (l' irr ll'l 5()'

died i* walton county (Mo'roc) ci.r,rrgr;1, sc't-, z/, l''|t5" II(: rlrirr'it'tl M'lly

stewart, *rto ai"J;;t; their "1d;; 
Jn"a' callie' wils 14 years old' 'r'his

union was ble"'"a with the following children:

Callie Gordon' who died in Knoxville' Tenn" Dec' 3' 1962 at 83

years of age (a twin to Caftit died in infancy' a boy)'

Georgia Gordon' who was born irr lBB3' and died January 23' I960'

Herhusband,Frankwrrrr"r,havingdepartedthislifeinl944'

L,rtc:'r7 Gordon
Wr.rrlll;rtrt,

djt<iin Athcns, Georgia , rg-.z. Her husband, Pearl

irl ltlso tlt't'cil l'(l(.1

Lcrvia (iorclt-rtr, wltt'r tl it'cl irt l(|'lO' Slrt' lr;ttl

I cio not l<uow' ii hc livt:s or rttll'

Cleo Gordon married Lee Moser" lives in

Sunset Tt"tot" ' Her. husband is dead'

at this writing in I9bb'

Jessie Gordon, who nrarriecl Ovie Hardigree' and who is about 74

)rears of age' lives with her husbanci in Monroe' Ga'

trr,r l' r'it'<l S;Lrrr (i ril'l jl'h'

Athens, Geor gia' at 250

She is 76 Yeats of age



')-

1At th<: time this writrrr was born, rrry par-ents h:rd deci6ecr to name nre"Benj:rmin Franklin Ciordon Ilr... At th;it time no State records *erekept of births and deaths i' cieorgia. whern Dr. rivhite deli'ered me, iretold my mother and the neighbor rady who was helping out that he wasleaving and would come ba.ci< the following e'ening ancl check her overand make a personal record of my rrame, clate of birth, etc... That sameafte rnoon a Haygc-rc'rcl gir1, her gi\r.'rzim. is lost to me, came by the ho'seto st:t' rny rnol.lx'r. . Slr,. w;rr.; in llrt, l;rsif yr,;r r. of s<.hoo1 ;r rrd aborrl I tr y<.;t rsr'l'l." ' 'tiltr'l.lrl lrry ltr{rllr.t'llr.rl :;lr,'lr,rrl 1,ir'l<r,rr ,rrrr ,r rr.rrrrr,r(,r.r)rr., tr,rrt,,rr,r.'I w;-tr; ;l l-)t'ry't'git'l ltlttit' tro <lil'lt'r't'il( ('... slrt'lr;rrl Irt:r.rr slrrrlyirrg lhirt lrrLr. I.clr Ncw E'gl;rlrd ltistory wht'1-1r, supposc'dly, witches h.rcI beren bur'ed atthe stake simply because, o.ce accusecl, the racly victirrr had to prove sheIt'asrrnot" a witch' This put an almost impossible burden on the acc'secr.One eiderly lady, Sarah Cloy.", was so accused, tried, cond.emned andburned at the stake. As the flarrres rushed about her, the accuser rushedforth and said that she had falsely accused Miss cloyce and wanted thenr tostop the fire, but it w;rs then too late. . .. My mother was so impressed q,jththe story that she promptly a''ourced that my nam; ;;;r;;" i"o"",FRANKLIN GORDCN... As a boy, I was called Cloyce... When I became ofag'e, r changed my name {.o r'!'r;lnk', and that is th. u,ay it comes that,al u,hoi<trOw rrtr: lly lltt' tr,-tr)-rt, (, loyt.t, ;r t.(, $()lllt,lirrrr,s crrpl.rt:rt.rl rrrlr,:rr I ;rrtl rt,l_r,t.r.t,tl lo;rs (,. l.'r;rrrk (iorttorr.

E. Randolpir Ciordon died Dc,c. 3, 1950, age 74C;rllie Price Gordon, wife, died Dec. 3, I962, age g4
Cl-tovcer F ranklin Clordon, born March 29, lg99Opal J. Clorclon, born March l, l9l5

Cl-t,rv<:e Ft;rnklir-r Gordon, Jr. , born Sept. Zg, L9Z3i'lrrIt'n Fltrlchcr (jor.clotr, ,,r,,ife, bcrrl Oct. g, lgZT
Ca ro] Ar-in Gor.don, born Oct. 16, Ig47

Citryce Franklin Gordon IJl, born May 24, Lg49
Jj_ol.re,r.1. Arrstirr Gorclon, l'lorr.r C)c1 . Zi ,. f qSO

f .l,r :,.,'l llrrr, ( ilr.tjulr, 1,rr1.11 \,1 ,r t.r. ll ,r, l,)lf,
Lr:r'oy ji. ll.c;.rrrrs, lrusl-liirrcJ, l-rclrir Nuv. l, IgZ L;rwrr:nr:c Franklin Rgalns, born June p, l94g

John Gordon Reams, born January II, l95l
Sue F,ear:r s, born March 1 0, I 954

Betty Reanrs, born ]v{archZg, 1955
Ronda Rea.rrs, born ]v.I.arch ZT, 1956

Ci;rry ;\. l{,,;1111.;, born Jrrnc_.25, 1956
l.r:r'. irl Ilr,irr-r rri , lroi.ir .J.trly I0, l9f)-l

This brings the Gorclon far-r-ril1, clowtr to clate as Jfrorn tire tirne o1, Il.jcherrri Ciordoii , I ;rm sirrc the
c.rf birtlrsr rlc;ill5, lru<l lrossil,rlr,, jrr loc.:rtiorr:;, llrrt
!l\'('l) ltl(: (J\(. I- lllitlli, ) (,,1t.:.i il,,.l .,, lr ulrUt., t'tt,-i',,t.

knorv it, this Septembe
t'e are solrre errors in
I lr;r ver wci gherl arll thcjt l';ri rly ac'cut..rlt..

r 1966,
dates

evi dcric'c



l0

I{ you want to l<r:ow aborrt the Cic-trdon f.rrrrily im:neciiately precedipg RichardGordoll;rnd bacl< for seVcra-l hundred years, read part II o{ this manuscript...I llt'ljev{) yol'l will fjncl jt intet'erst.i.g ;rrrc1 ccrt;rirly l))or(' ,ccrlrartcr t5;r' p;.rl I..,T'hjs is dutr to Scotlarrcl br.:irts a. bctt.r' t'rlrrt';ttccl <.orrnl.ry ilrirrr thr: Urrjl.cl S'.1.sl>i:"<:k a (:(illl)ltr hrrnclrr.cl t' ,g00 yr,;r r.s itl-,(), ;rrtrl tlr. S..tc. lr lr;r vt, ;r lur.bil .f l<r,r,,i.g
Ittt71) r1r'rtl'r]s

I wislr 1.h;rt Lirr.r. rv,trld Pt.r.rrit. rrr(r 1.() wtitt: ;1 s1r,,,rt 1>r..artrblcr orr Scotla'cl ....The countr:y is wr)rn out, but thc pcople arrc still proud, I learneci, too, inscotland that there are actually three clans of the Gord.ons, whereas I hadtho*ght there were only two. I had heard many tin-:es that there was theGordo'Highland cran as welr as the Gordon Low Lander clan... our par_ticular branch of the family belongs to the Highlander c1an, as do thestuarts u'ho played such a large part in the history of scotland prior to thebirth and death of Mary, er..r, of the Scots. . .

Good-bye and God bless you!

( i loyt'r' I" r';r rr lil i.rr ( i' r.<l.rr
5r'lrlr'trrlrr. r' |,ltr(r



Thte Pag€ ts added by liarman R'lctrard,gg5ggl-sr. Mlrledsovrrr.l Ga.as a aupplement to pag6 2 parr I "THE rrgnriAe'g-br rffe GoRDoNs,,r have some tnformaitSn irrit ls not on that page.
Thl" pasg roes back ro my c;.;;,-'c;";;, grandfarher. for more
AB{SAfiEiton 

go ro pase one rast'p.".erip6 "rHE-Hfr[iiece oF rHE

- ----- -i;;;-;;------- --;;;;-;;----
Birth Oea ifr- 

-
R. c. Gordon Sept . 26, L7g5 l{arch 2gr lg5gRlchard G. Gordon Nov. 3, lg34 Feb. I, LgOz

ii;l:ii 3;nf'51"il"81:rll'." t. Mtrrer were marrred on Aprlr. rsr,
ro thls unlon rhe folllwtng chlldren r{ore born.
Samuel R. Gordon
ryiiii; ;: dJ"ao., Jurv ?1, lqq3 'rnr*"rrrr--d. -6iroon {ug. 9r-1855 ?t

ii;Fd.'u"*$I"(cr,u,,r) :iili^ll:.!!i3 *"1r, Ls34
-Henrr calrle Gordon geb: 2Lr'Lqq? - *
N;;;i s]'fr]=cordon l.pF: :; 18qq Jury 8, 1885N;;;i r: 'iiri"" Gordon f:;ltrli'rl3fn l;irrlr?';#it
Rlchard G. Gordon and Sarah E. Hanson r{ereby Jog Loven. -'qrr-vrr l's

To thls unlon the followlng chlldren lrere

marrled on Plarch 27, lg70

born!
Armenlous V. GordonJ. J. Gordon
Lonnle P. GordonAlbert B. Gordon
lenjarntn Hill Gordon
tsmory S. Gordon
Lena V. Gordon
Nellle Ellzabeth Gordon
lfdla Adair Gordon
Thomas--Baldwin Goraonoarah Hanson Sordon

Feb. ?, f 87l rr

H;:"tll ' rbl'!,' M*;crr 18 , LBT z

J-uLy 28, f875 M.y 3 , Lg45

Hil,loioltllr, ''u[r i ,-lgsz

$:f,: ll'rl33t o"r. 3, r88r

lug. 20, 1885 **
f'eb. 1, l88g *
Nov. 22, 1848 ,r

Jb- Date of death not available atthem and add them to ",y-ii", ul"oto any on€ lnterested.
th-!s tlrne but wlll try to obtalnwlll be glad ro furni"fr- rfr.rn

:hkAunt Lydla l: rl. ?l1I chltd ttvlng ar.rhte wrltlng June 30r1968. she rrves rn ei"6ama bur irli"iir's rn Gseagla now rhave nor had the pr"""u""-"o5 g".i"g't"i on rhts rrlp bur wornrdllke to before shi go""-U".t home.



Alf..rt:rt B. (i<,rrr.lt>rr lrt.lrrt.l rtly 2tl , ltl'1 5 irrrrl [:]x:i t'1.'. [ir.own born
Scpt. 25, 1874 rvere tl-r;rr.-r:icd ()r'l D(.cc:11.1 1)(: r 20, I f]9(,). Albe rt B.
Gordon died May 3, L945.

This union produced the followingl children:
Jasper McCutchern Gordon born Nov. Z, l90O
Herman Richard Gordon born Sept. 9, I90Z
Melvin Monroe Gordon born April 19, i905
Albert Brown Gordon born Sept. Ill I90g

Jasper M. Gordon and Nora Martin were married on Aug. zB, l9zr.
Jasper M. Gordon dierl Aug. IZ, 1966.
fhis union proclucecl 1.hcr following chil<irerr:

Jasper M. Gordon, Jr. born May 16, lgZZ
Albert Wyatt Gordon born Nov. 22, l9Z3
Loyd Richard Gordon born April 16, ITZT

Herman R. Gordon and sadie Persall were rnarried August 4, I92l.
This union produced the following children:

Ralph S. Gordon born Oct. 30, I7ZZ
Herman R. Gordon, Jr. born July lB, L9?5

Ralph s. Gordon and Elizabeth shaw were married or. Decl lg, 1953.
This marriage prodrtced Shirlcy Elizabeth Gordon born March 13, 1955.
R;.rJ1;h S. Ciorclt;n clit,rl orr A1rri1,l, l()55.

Herman R. Gordon, Jr. and Alice Hardce were married on July 25, 195-1 .

This marriage produced the following children:

William Richard Gordon born Feb. 10, 1956
Ronald l. Gordon born April 13, 1960

lv{e1vin Monroe Gordon and Evie Toulson were married A,rg. 5, t923.
This marriage prodrrced the following children:

Melvin Royce Gordon born June Zl, L9Z4
Miriam Annette Gordon born March 30, I9Z7

Mci vin M . (io rrlr.rn rl'i ctl M;r y I 5, | ()42

Albert B. Gorclon ancl Linnic M;te M.rrtirj wer(t n-larried May 9, 1926.
This marriage produced the following children:

Mary Evelyn Gordon born May 20, I9Z9
Dorothy Mae Gordon born Nov. ZZ, I93Z

:.;;.-| i_,:::^, ^.1:':i 
i;-i l-l'',:":r1n lici:a:r:l :torj a:-i li,. r,.l llcCi: I.,rl I ],., ,1lr .ii r-,.i lji"I I'r.),i orll, j. -,r,'a j'i i t o i',.r -rj I li -.1 or:,n lhr olt'ir my- i:r iliet.s,,1-'ii l!:l i'l:i'j .lt.i,lr.



'l'Joltn Gcrclrgcr Gordon, crnig r;rlrl.

Charles Gordon, Sr.

Charles Gordon , Jr.

John Calvin Goidon

John Lawson Gordon

Richard Gordon, Sr.

Ilich;rrd Cinrdon, Jr..

Sanruel Il . Gorclon

E. Randolph Gordon

Cloyce Franklin Gordon

Cloyc. f r.rrtfin Gordon, Jf .

'klanded in Charleston, S. C. in LT?4

ti..Tohn (iclor.gr. ('1r.., r.<lorr, <,rr r:i g rir.rr1.

CharLes Gor:don, Sr.

Charles Gordon, Jr.

John Calr,in Gordon

John Lawson Gordon

Richard Gordon, Sr.

Richard Gordon, Jr.

Altrc.rt B" Ciordon

Herman Richard Gordon, Sr.

Herman Richard Gordon, Jr.

. William Richard Gordon

Ronald Len Gordon



trJolrn George Gordon, emlgrant
Charles Gordon, Sr.
Charles Gordon, Jr.

John Calvln Gordon

John Lawson Gordon
- Rtchard Gordon, Sr.

Rlchard Gordon, Jr.
Albert B. Brown

Albert Brown Gordon

Pfu"y Evelyn Gordon

Dorothy Gordon

Gerald Lee KennedXr Jtr. i

Nancy yvonne Retsnoldp

Debrora Lynn Kennedy

Charles Gordon Reynolds

-_____r_ Dorothy Lynn Combs

lhis secrion added by Alberr
1"9*t Gordon, Sparta, C".-o"JuLy 77 r l96li.
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THE HERI]'AGE OF THE CORDONS

PART I]
Ihcr Scotclr, tht,(]orrlorrs, wlr<.rc riirl llrey corrr(! f r.onr? T.h;rt js losl irrlrisl,r.y, lrrrl r.r,r, (.,rtr lr.ll yrrrr lllr. lilll,, tlri,t wr. ltrr'w. lrr llr. iillr 

r.: (.rl.ltt.yn.l). r J)l'{.rit,rrl rl,ry St..rll;rrrrl w;rri lt,r)14,1, I., l.lrr., l{rtrrt.rl.r$ ilfi Ct.rlt.tl'rrii.r. Itlri.rc.l 
'<l i'lr;.r[ritrrrrts, lrlt. lrclrrglr t]r. Nc.rrs()mL:lr r]tatd* 1-r,rt th.r.. in sontc ofrheir raids' especially alter they rrad raided an Irish settlement insearch of women' It was not unusual in that era for any country, settle-ment, or band of men to suddenly in trre a"up of night, o, f"om a fog,spring on a settrement, ki1l as many men as they could and capture andtake with them as many women as they could find. Sometimes duringthese raids on Ireland, many of the 

"u.idu"s wourd be wounded and beforetrying to return to Norway, s-e,len or Denmark, they would retreat towhat is now Scotland. and rest up before returning home.
occasi.n;rjJy' lhe lrjsh sttl'r'j't)r's w.rrlcl a.ssc,rrrrr.r. i' a groll[) oi 50 to t00Itr('ll ;Ittrl l;ry lJrrr H(, ;,!lrrl jtr lJrju r:;rsr: tltc Norr;(:t))cr,l wortlcl t.t:t"t-T;"rI lo ,rt.c r',.rlll"ly Scoilislr n.routrtajrr"s rl r.;rggjlrg l.lrlil. w()tl)r:rr) witlr thenr, !_r.orn tlresecr<rgs they could push l'clcl<s c'rtr flrc'j'plrl'rjrrr.:"r:u anrJ rlris gavc tirenr a goodadvantage" ' In sorrre insta'ces, the i1165 woulr-l havp 10 refrcaf thelr.lsclves,but when they got back to the sea they woulcl sall the NorselrrcJlrs bo;rrs li;rr.ltto lreland and the Norsemen would be stranded along with fheir captive womr3n.

soon small grouPs began to establish themselves in the scottish highlandswhich abounded ln game of many kinds, especially deer, hares, birds and theIike' It was ea.sy to kill this game as they had no fear of man, and soon thesegr:oups were joined by saxons from c*"*"rrv, a few Englishmen, and strangeto siry' s()ln('Jr-isJt'lt'rr' v.ry fr:w r)('()r)rr n,,.i l'lr()r(, tharr o.t, r-1.-rr.,r(,. A lr'rrrtlr;tt;llly l..li lrirr lt;rllr('l't',trr \\/lr.rl lr'rlirl r, rr,rrir.,r rirlirrri. ,r,rr. N.r.r.rr.rrr.11 1.,,,,qllr.ir'r'w't rrrrr(';; r,r't.rrrtr'i.l;, ,trr,r rrr.rr il.; u,rry r,art,.,.i(rlr, .t..,itwH'rr, J\1;rt.,li,, crc.,ctc. slrows ul) Fju nruch among t:;rr.ly ,r,"rr-or'S'cotlanci. As hunting was proberblythe means of a livelihooa *ot. than anytrring 
"t"., rarge ,r*.,,=.,b"rs of people 

l

took the name 'Hunter'" ' However, when war came, the hunters were ingreat demand for the armies as they were so rugged and courd wierd an axiffffl;;:'ii;""":;::;j::;'' so bv the eth "u,'iJ"v."";ri;peopre were

Many of the kings of England rr-r1ed that their subjects must have more thanone name. As a ruJ.e, a man named John would have a son, who wourd becomeJohnson (son of John).... or Jameson, son of James, etc., etc. This dicr notwori< ;r p;lrtic: rrlitr llir t'cl sliip .rr {lr. 1r..1-rl. r. rt.rrr.nrrrt,r. wlr, is u,rr. 
't.t.;ttrst. 

rlr<,l;rllr.t' w()lllrl lir'r' ()rtly ttlrl'il 'rlr.rrl. l() y*,r t'r-r ,r' ;11'1., wlrr.tr rris r.lrrr,sr. H()rr \\,()*r(rr;ut lcr,rl lrirrr ,rrrrl irrlrt,r.il hjs rrirnru ils wcll;rs lr.i s wuilltlt. IJrrt tlrtr t;oultlrles bc_(rilrnc) r))orLt thiclily poptrl'rteci;r'c.l soo'it was e'idc'nt to the most strrbborn t'atat lcast two nirrnIs wcr., nec.lecr.to pr.pcrrly iclentify a person, so the r:rentai<ing the name.f trreir occupation beca*. u.,"y common practice, such as a



I

TZ PART'II

ffiJiT"*"""oX"*11;i;nwould call hirnselr sirversmith; the man who
become Mr. Gordsmith, .,.1T:ry.: ;;:T"":ith; the goid *o"ro -o,rote beginning of the rrSmith". i,
As the child
v e t wa n t e o'r "J, : : r :, :';i"TJ"1,'i I ;::r' ii: ffJrl;,' i?,f fi ;HT,fJ 

r,: 
: ; ;

sy'Jabrr'5 e1 tlrc'i'r;r'1 ('*,rrr,, r';rrr.rr ,,,.,,,,""i'r.s srrrir'. rt wlr.r'orrrr"J1'1"' 
'5rrrirlr, rJrrrr:r,-,\rrrilrr, .rirrr.s n,:',r;;,"']:r.ilr,, 

tt,:t,s r';rsy ro

;':",:1,]ljji::j:' -;;:': ,;;:',:;rr g:ivi'g ur.,ir .Ji,";,,,i.1f :';'":lJ:;",,1;:.;,,;,l.,,j,:1,

*:: : : I;,' I x.: ::*: 
": #" il: ;: ffiT 4 :i' ffi T:i i i.J : :#".." T_succession to his name and;"iil#;::i: just add ".,,r-b.' in the rine oior take anv or the name";"', suited nr" ""*irl}f:r1T"jr;" 

wiLLrAM 3RD,the names bestowed on him 
", br"rt, ir" .o,ria select one at,#i"*.;;;;;'

Alex crockford told me that the earliest recorded Gordons that he could findwere around:

n::",i* :rlT:,T:;,1:I,Ii;iil1ii*Tif:,y :iir*,il..:riiI;:
trlritti'tr lhitt lh,, 1'.1r'Jy (i()t.tltJ)z\NS tr(.(.;r.,, 

",ll*,;i;--it.' 

'l'ltr'.t't'l'.r'r' it u,;rs lris

The Cordons .\

a n d g r o w ", " J "";" :; : :;il:, 
" 
;..^il:: ; 

t" 
; ;:; f,"JJ ."fr : i:ll"i i ; J lil:: : ",

in about the lulr 
"r"i"rr-;;; " Gordon *tr"i.d Mary stuart, Q.ieen of the

scots. The evidenc" ao"" ;;; show this to;;"" been a rove march, but inwatching a parade of the Co.jon Highlandu""-u, it later became known, she
liked the rooks of one.rra ora.red that rre be brought before her.
Marriage was taken lightlf in thos. 

tv"; very few were consrpriest, preacher or any author*y. This *"" :j::,::,i:il_1":__ated by aJsres, ancr in sc'tl;rrrcr, w.lrc,r. ;,il rrr;rr *,,,,u ,.,,,.,,]:f:,'iill1,i;:;,,:,"n. Britj.sh\'r'trt l..t' 'r rr,rr .rrrrl r\.,)rr,rr t,, r, l,:,'.,:';,,',,,:;';,:. ltt':'.t,1'':., 
t(,) ('()r'rrirr.rrnr.rle. .r rrr;r r.r.j;r,it,

l;i, ll,1-. 
t'.j:,1"'::.,11:r': 

"''".',' ^,,'';',:;'Jr',.'.',11",,;'rl','' "'r 
rr'; ;'| r'r1'n1'11 '"rrr 1'1'1''iri1s'''

scorratrd, ;t; #::;1:l::J;;j ""<i broupirtt;'il;'l'i:.i;;;:?'];i,i:",;i':i-
c ro wn an d i s a c rua rr v t h e: ri r s t rli" r-i;f""':;*t r,?j:rf i,:Tii;*"d*ir' nentireEritiShIsles.r*,'"_*""i.,t603A.'--..

ff;i::ffi"s ;;: "";',"Jn 
jH.ff e He rita g e or the Go r don s', inro rma ti on

J"t:::";;i,',."i;:1"::ii:;:Brr, sco';r,d, j' rere and went to rrre ribrary
rrrigr;rt.ci to Arrrt:r.jt:;r. .rt *,y 

c:r,ulcl srrpply orr th<: Gortlons who hacl
;L Mr. c*c'lri.r'cr, w,,, 

",,.,,,i'l:l:lJ,TJl,j;:i;,rrrrrr' 
r() ')('-r th. Libr.a ria.,i'forrnati.' .bour ur* r"r",,i, T,o rrirn I owe ::";:;.".," 

ycar's serrdirrg r't:
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I'Jc tt-rl<l m<: th;lt tlrc c;i.rlit's1. r(:(:ttrdr,cl Gor:clons l.h;rt hc corrld firrd
\ /(,r'(' ;r r'()urrrl llr,' I lllr ( (''rlrtry, lrrrl llrr' r'l;lln(' (;()lIliDn N slr1rwt.rl rrlr
;lri (';rrl.y ;rs t.lrr, (ltlr t t'trLttt'y n. l). lrrr<l tlis;r1r1rr:.r rt,<l ll.()rn llrt. Sr'trlljslr
r(.'cord about lht'satrrcl tilrl(t;ls l.lttr !liltlt() (lt:r<l9q qill'tr() Olr tlft) $Ltr.1(..
Thereforr:, it was his opiniori that the early CIOURDANS becarne
GORDON

The cordons were numerous; they were for the most part hunters,
trappers, and growers of sheep, cattle and ponies. They first
came into prorninence in about the lSth century when a Gordon rnar-
ried Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots. The evidence does not show this
to have been a love match, but in watching a parade of the Gordon
Highlanders she liked the looks of one and ordered that he be
lr rorruht bc1'sy1' 111. 1-.

T'his uniolt collccivccl an<.l blorrght irbout thc birth of J;rmes Vl c.lf

Scotland, who when he becarrre growll succeeclcd ELIZABETH to the
English crown and is actually the first King to proclaim himself the
KING of the entire British Is1es. This was in 1603 A. D.

The following paragraph is taken from the National Encyclopedia iublished
by P. F. Collier & Sons, Volume 5, page 557, column l, paragraph l, and
is added to the above bv H. R. Gordon:

JAMES I (1566 -1625) King of England (James vI of scotland) was born
jrr Ticlinbrrrgh Cl;rst.lc orr .Trrr.rc. |9, I566, thc onllaon of M;rry Stuart and
I,ortl l),rrrrltry. U;r,tt M;rryrs lot't't'tl ;t'lrrlit:;rt.'i orr irr l5fr?, lrr. w;rr-i r.u(: ()A-
triz,t:d its liirru ul Scott-; ,;trrti w;r:i lrrr,trglrl rrlr irt ,$li rlirrg CJ;,rst.lt, u,lr.i lr. ir
succession of Rcgcnts rtrlerd the country. - - On the death of
Elizabeth in 1603 he inherited the English crown, but he was ne\/er
popular in England. He had an ugly physique and spoke with a Scotch
burr. The moral condition of his court was low an<l with the Stuart
love of favorites he allowed the moral tone to decline greatly.
He will always be remembered as having authorized, in l6ll,
translation of the Bible which bears his name.

the

This was about 400 years after Richard de Gordon, who had been banished
to France when a child, returned to Scotland and proclaimed himself as the
irncrrsl.t.rt'slll)r(:nrt'<.rf it'11 llrc Cot'clons. I-Ic h;lcl prcvir:rrsly been l<rrou,n as
liiclr;r r.<l rlt, Iirrr.rlorrrr. No rlnulrl lr. w,r:.i l)r.(.Hrrrrrirr1.:, ;r lrll ;r.rrrl rrrirny f;rc: lri tlo
tlot srrpport his c.[;ritrrs, brrt tltt,: l';rct llrirl. lrtr got this 1rl,r r.l. intcl cirr.Iy Sr.ult:lr
history proves that he had something on the ball other than his ability to
read and write, which was something only a few learned people could do.

Some of the Gordons who were nurrrerous arcl had large numbers of fighting
men refused to go along with the ide;rs of Richard and even rctained the name
GORDOUN. Thus we find in lZgZ Sir Adam de Gordouun, a knight represen-
tative of this large family,resisted the bond of fealty and submission prescribed
by KING EDWARD. The next we hear of Richard was in 1295 A.D. u,hen Sir
Adam referred to Richard when he took over the castle at Stitchel rent free
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to hirnself and his heirs forever. Sir Adar

; i,' ;:;;; i; :T ; il I"" ili"r "n,::jr 
.:" ;, : T;' ;H ; 

":""" 

# : f ;;.
the Gordouuns weru a""oi., ol"l*r"."-r"-"i.t^"tce to King Edward. Ho*uue",
s i cr e d * i t h J ff #fi ; :" ::' # ::'" 

"'"1 
"; i," ::!"":.:, :t1;."1,'l:, * :1;l* * *:;;-y"'l'T.lji;;il: :"J,1..i.% j*l#:: 

i..i,'-" " 
;;;,;;.d in a,*,ri, a s

Ir.r.f1 ,,r,,,,.. (Nrlr: llr;rl.;rl llrjs l.jrrrr,(,r(.(), ,,,l,Or]ll::1,;l:l:,""T;;lllill.: 
,

llrr. rr;r rrrt,).

Wrlli;rrrr -dc Cior<-louu, wlro lirit:cl hjs I.usidcrrcrirst to designzrre himselr ,,Master or ,".n,,""Jj iltll;r;JJrJJi; :i:grandson or great grandson of the first wiiir"- de Gordoun. sir JohnGordoun of Lochinvar' who died in l5rz, *u" the first co"aorr' of importance
:"r;:::" 

his winter home frorn the mounrains r" rn"-ol";;'; rhe banks of the

sir Robert Gordon (note this is the first one of record named,,GoRDoN"),son of William de Gordoun, married Marion, daughter of John Acarson ofGlenshire' sir Robcrt clied in 1520 in Glcrnsfiip.br:rrrg, anrr is buried thcr.c,:.sir Jattlr:s (ie1'111;11 
' ltis ;+ort, wls o[';rgr' ;rrrrr ljvcrr i.rr l-,o1..11i11y;1 1.. Uporr irr-lrt'r'it i rr g lris l';ll'ltt't'rs .sl'',,r ,,t (ilt:rrr;rrir.t. rrt, 1111y1, 1,1r tht,rt, socrrr ;Il.tt.r. ,rr.i:,i'i,i'il;#:iil;;j..':,,'';llll:" '"virs r<in,:cr ;rr ur,: barrre or pi'rric: on s.p,r*.-

h e r i t e cr t h. ., to t c a t L o c h, 
" " 

i..' l,l I ;^: ; i,i I# : J;':, ;i;, i "*ii; ;f r:: l":,
sir John first married Julia, the daughter of Lord Home of wedderburne.They had one chiid' 

" a""grri"", Margaret, who marrr"a i""a Hugh, thefirst Lord of London. W."u.. ,ro mention of Julia dying, but Sir John Gordonmarried the second time Elizab.eth,- 
_th" a""grrr"" of Lord Herries, and diedin 1604 and wa

dlate,v 0,.f"":,!,:;',;:',1'j,1; ::;";:.:;:;;*,i;:"';i:3:;*;,.l;f;i{ ;i:j:;..l Lr)t'ltirrl';tr';t ttrl t|-t trl. Vir: r'ri',,,t ,rr'r..,.rrrrrr.(, f ry ;r,rr.rrr rl.rri,rr M;rv. r-t . rr,,, r. ltyl',1',',,1:ll',-,1';;,i'i':,','',';;;',1'1,',i ;,,.:l:,,uu..'.'']i 
'.,"r rrr. rr'rir ',.(,r'rr iH ,,,.r<r,.'r rr,,. .,,,,r

sir John III died in r643 reaving no heir (Arex crockford told me that his meanrhe had no son - a daughter was not considerred a* heir because she courd notcontrol nor head the army)' Therefore the estate and the titiu" devolved uponijJ""jT;r:":;rr.J, -ho *as born in 1622 and was ; ;;;;; adherent to the

il:":: *;: ; I #* :i i.3: r*j"*"J T::r*t *r llh *"t: jf il:
Thc clan then elected by ballot (this is the first tinre nrention is made of thelr;r'l lol , ()r \,oting) W;llj;r rrr (;,rrrl.,,r ol. I,r,rrnyl-liutr(,, vrrl111 lr;rt.l Ir.trrr 1<,rrlr.;rJ. jrr tlrt,rlir;1r11lt' lrr'lw('('rr llrc l'rcliorrs, Ilrl st rr;r i'ru ,r,r,r trrr. (irlr.(r'rrs, rrrrr wrro rrirrrst.rr. rr.,rtl
Itr'll'l'it'rl 'r 'Slttilr'l' llir; l'tllrtit'-itt-l;r\\', Al.x,'rtrr,r,,srrr;rr.r., irr Jrc.lrt.t,to sir willi*rrr,t: lr'rrrtrit'<J rris rrir'rrLr ro strw;rrt.. si'Alr:-r;rrclc,rrs *st;rtc was at carries.
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Many' many records of cordons followed through the years a'd rather thanbore yorr with dates, births, €tc., ret me skip on to l526 when sir wirianrdied, and rn'as in turn succeeered by George Go_rdon, already first Marquisof Huntly. please bear in mind that manl, children were born of each mar_riage; by this time the average man was living- to about age 40 and the averagewoman to about the age 45. There followed a long line of George Gordons,Thrrs \rv'e se. in r (.rg4 that cc.rg<. cior.cion, 6trr EarI of Aboyne, rraci isslrt:, ;rrl;rttghtr'r' Ntt rl;tt)tr':i s 1;iv.rr. No rrrcrrliorr js rrr;rrl<,p['rlrr: lllissirrpi 'i. lris tirlr,,l-rr.rl l.lrr.r cst;rtc tt{ .Ltir:lr:i nv;t r. wils irr {lrt. 1.rt,cr.;.luc ()1. CJr;rr.lt:s Iicl wirrcl (ior.donbr::'t] Fcb ' 14' -l750, ;ttrd nrerrtjor w:rs nracji. that his lralf brothers har.,i.gmovcd to A'erica ancl showing no interest in the estate were deprived oftheir share by Royal edict as of February 14, L75A.

Before we take leave of scotland, let me tell you a little more about it. scot_land has about,five mirlion peopre on a barren soil, rocky for the most part,and consists of about 33' 00b sq' miles, or a little over half the size of Georgia.The only leve1 parts are arouncl the rivers clyde and Tay. At one point thereis a va11ey about 60 miles wide and nearly 50 mil.es long, but for the most partit is a poor country, but during the early centuries of this report the scotchhacl l;rrgc hcrcls r.rf slrt,t.P (tlrt,y slill rlo), c()ws;rrrrl hor.s,.s.. ,l,hr,,Slrr,ll,rrrr.l 
lrrrr.s<.rv,rr-i or.ttltn,rlcrl lltr.r.r.,,l,lrt. lrr.lrlrlr. llrt.rr,trrrl rrrrr;l'rrrrl;trti's' 'l'ltt: rrsr,rl [,r't:.rirr'rrsr rt,r. jrrsr.,,.,., it" ;:;,.:r;;:,'::,rl]:llil;i]*'r],.t."J,,.,_rt:ce.rl" " A ranrily that is able lo give their chilclrcn porridge and kippcrs(a kind of smoked herri'g) for breakfast is consid"""d aboue the average.

However' for the past 75 years scotland has had a middle class of workers andindeed they are good workers.... They excel in shipbuilding and the largestpassengerships in the world have been built there: the Queen Mary, the QueenElizabeth' the Aquitania, the olympic, the Mauretania, and. dozens more. Thescotch make the best woolens in the world; the scotch do'not go for cheap clothsmade in chir:a; they make their own country produce fnost of irrerr 
'eecis. Trreir1lrj r.rcipal exPort 'i s u,lrjsliey ;r.rrrl tho I.T. S" i"'lry l.;t r tlr.ir 6r:st crrst.rrrt,r..

'l'lrt'rrl arc l'itt:r.lJy llttrt<l.t'<lsr !r:ir tlr,rrs;rrrcls r>r'r.t:c'<lr<]r.<l tr;rrslrr.t.j..s clr.prol)-erty; rccorcrs or l-rirrrrs, rrr;r r.r-iagt.s, clc;rtrrs .f r.*corcr in scotland, but berar inmind that if you go back beyond the l6th ce'tury you are dealing in a languagethat you nor few others understand. It is a mixture of.Gaelic, sca'dina'ian,some French and somr: English mixed in; thus it is necessary to get a rearnedscotchman who is interestea in genealogy to help you. My friends, victor andhis son Alexancler crockford, did thi" ftr me at practicarly no cost and over aperiod of more than l5 years. I had hundreds of facts at one time.... Here isa sample as they sent it to me:

"Alexander Gordon of Werter who married a d. ofand was s. by his son: Janres Gorclon of Law andjtr I 74 0, harvi rrg c,lrt.;r jlecl l hc Wi,r.r.rilrorrsr. t.slir lcs ;r s

LaCure of MacDonnell,
Wardhouse, and died
thc cJrll.sl s. 'f lris ri.:



John Gordon, born 1723, M. 1745
Smith of Melhaven and Braer, hrs
Strasberg, and died in April 1773

PART ]]

Margaret, Znd d. of patrick
wife, Elizabeth, d. of Court

It)

Thus even though Mr. crockford put it dorvn in English for
I have to hesitate and wo'der if d. means daughter or d.ied:
son or jt nrjpr,ht mciln srr,'<',','cle,dT *," nr:i glrt ,r-,a,ra,., wr.;rltJr c.lr
wilr,.

me sometimes
1. might mean

it mjght rncarr

Dr. Gordon chapman srnith, formerry of charleston, s.c., but who lived inMiarni during the early thirties, wrote me that he had established that threecordon brothers' ancestors of his, landed in Charleston, S. C. in L724, havingpaid their fare frorn FaImouth, England. They were all educated ancl had beenofficers in the Highlander army; haci been captured by the English at the battleof Stonehedge, and were irnprisoned at Scotland yard in Londln. They werelater released on the condition that they exile themselves to France and remainihere, but each could speak English fairly well and prevailed upon.Srr Alson
Ciordon, who liVc:cl ltr W;tl<'s, to gcl Pt'r'rrrlssiorr 1r.r c:rrrigrat<: to S;rya.npa5, {1i<:orui;r.,wltlt'r' l;r rgt' rrrrrtrlrr,r.r; ql lrp]iti<:;r.l 1rr.ir;prr(.t.t-i w,(,r.<. It.i6tl slrrl .

'l'ht: gova:rnnrtlnt w.rtrlccl t<> lllcasc Sir Ansorr for lrt: was a.[n irtf]rrcncc in Wclshpolitics which was rather bothelsorlre to the crowrl at the time, but tolcl hinrthat these Gordons requesting permission to go to Georgia were officersi theywere of doubtful loyalty to the cro\^,'n, and to let them hie themselves right intothe middle of several thousands of ex-prisoners was inviting trouble, but thatin deferel]ce to his wishes, the crown would allow them to emigrate to virgi'iaproviding they would pay their own fare.

It is most probable that these
Ilrlward Ciordorr, who irr l Zi0
clirinr,rrrlri, lris lr;r tl' br.ollrr,r$,
l)()[ [() rr:1.rr r:t't.

three Gordons \\,ere the ones referred to by Charles
clairrr.cl tht' [,'c]ri.v. r' cst;rtr., st;rl.ing r,h:rt tht, 'tht:rh;trl rtt()\'(,rl to Arrrt'r'i<:;r 1rr<l wt.rc rr5clr.r. Ilov;rl t''cjit.l

The square riguer on which they came was blown off course, {irst making portat a Carribean port, took on fresh water and supplie" 
""i'-"uiiua ro1. Norfolk,but during the approach of a hurricane they made port at Charleston, s. C.and their passengers were disembarked and told to find their own way toNorfolk.

JOHN GEORGE GORDON was one of these brothers. The three made way tovirginia, where George met Mary chapman, the d.aughter of a Maryland phy_sician, and married her. Dr. chapman did not approve of the marriage sothey returned to Virginia where thc:y scttlecl and raiserd a large family. The
f irst born w;ls Ml ry Ci<,r-qlo;1, br'rrrr Nt,r.. 7, I ?Z,g; rrlxl ,"r,irs Clrarlgs (.i6rfl11rr, Sr.
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Lr6r.lr A11gqst fJ, 1?30. Ilc rrrtr t'r'it'rl Mrs. Mirry lttlsr,,,'clJ, a rvi(lt-rrv, ;'trrtl (llr.trlr-'s

!v;lr; trr:r<lc: gtrlr r-<li;rrr o1' lr(.t' llrittot' t'lr.i lclrr'n fry grrlt rrlj;ttt ltttttcl, l'('(ltlr'(l('(l ill
13oc-rl< 13., 1):rgc: ?.1 , Spotsylr,;-rtri:r. (Jourtt.y, Virgirri;1 , J{cc:orcls, Oc:tobt'r' I, 1759.

The couple moved to Surry County (nor*'Will<es) in 1770 where they raised the
large family. He was electerd to the North Carolina Colonial Assembly u'hich
framed the constitution of North Carolina, and where in t8l I the rvill of Charles
Gordon, Sr. is recorded in Bool< 3, pages 14-15-I6 and I7.

Charles-Gordon, Jr. married Mary Lenoir, Caldwell County, N. C., whose
descendants for the most part are scattered through N. C. Charles fought in
the battle of Kings Mountain and on through the American Revolution. Served
rrn<1 r:r (i<:ner:l1s Srrnrtcr and Francjs Marion. (Printed evidence held by M.rs.
S;r rrrlr C)lr;rllrrr;rrr ((iorrlorr) L:rr,r', Mcnrphis, Tc'nn. .T;trr. 29, I tl 93). Othcr: childrcrt:
N;rrr(y (i()rclt.,rr;rrrtl I'()lly (i()rrl,r11, ;rrrrl Nn '['lln Nlll).t, (;IInliL]ilS C;()11 l)()N, bot'tt
1755, marriecl his cousirr Narrc:y Cio rdorr of Vir:ginia. N;ltlranjel C. Ciortlttn
served as a l.ieutenant in the war. In September 1809, the dower of Nancy
Gordon, widow of Nathaniel C. Gordon was shown in the records of WiLkes
County, N.C., by abs. of deed shown in Book J., pages 661-662, and again
of evidence April 28, I82t. Thus we see on Jan. ?6, 1821 another instrument
filed for record between Nancy Gordon, Thos. A. Gordon, John Rousseau and

Sa11y, his wife, ancl Wm. Pitt and John Finley on the other' whefeas certain
lands in Wilkes Countv, N. C. were transferred.

Book N., No. 30, Rtrvr:.lution;1 t'y war claims, isstted l5 Jan. l7B5 to Mr.
N,rllr;rrrir.l (.1 . (iorrlorr lt,r Zt, ll.x.r. , llrir'llt'tr r-ilrillillis & fottr l)('tl('t' slt'r'lirrli [0r'
<lrrty irr l. lrr.(iotrlin(:nl,t|,St.r'r'i,'r.irr |"ilJ() ,ts l,t'. it('('()rtrrl ;rrttl'i lt'cl . (fiorrtltt't'tt
Ilislory Assrr. Vol. lX, 1;;rgr, lll .i, .L,t:troj rrs lt;trtg()t'$. ) AIso listctl irr tllis
sarne volume as rnembers of this N. C. Cr:ntirrentalArrny Company as h:tving
been paid for past services were Wm. Lenoir, Captain; Nathaniel Gordon,
Lieutenant; Chas. Crenshaw, Ensign; Chapman Gordon, Wm. Jones, Jos.
Deveraux, J. Sheppard, Thos. Jones, Joel Chandler, Be-nj. Brorvn, Chas.
Gordon, Geo. Gordon

These narnes appear on a monument erected to the memory of men who fought
at Kings Mountain: Nathaniel Gordon, Chapman Gordon, Charles Gordon,
among others. Officer in charge of the battalion at the battle, Lt. Col. Wm.
I{r:nderson. There are probably 50 recorded instruments filed of record on
llrr.rrr.(iotrlorrri irr llrr'ltrrlrljr lt(.('()t'(lr.i,rI WilLcsr (]ortrrty,'N. C.

!'or thr.: ti:rl((.j ol'ltrcvity u,c u,i.l I sl<i1l uvt'r lt lot ol'ptrrtirrcnt f;rcts t';ttltt't'th.tlr
print thc.m, urrtil we conre to wht:r:e NAT'FIANlftL W. GORDON urovcd to Pickens
County, S. C. and from there to Oconee County, S. C. We find a will being ad-
mitted to probate in Pickens County, S. C. Jan. 31, 1844 stating that Nathaniel
W. Gordon gives and bequeaths certain lands' etc, , etc.
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JOHN CALHOUN GORDON was bortr in Pickens, S.C. and no date of his
birth is given. We fincl that hc nnarricd Edna But, in Deed Book D-l
I);1!i(' 12,1 w<,. fjr.rd 1h;tL .Toltr C;rlhorrrr (iord<.rtr ;trr<1 wjl't., Ii<irra C. Gord<>n, cr)ll -
vr.'yt't.l l.,y clrrit r:J;rillt rlt't'tl, to M;tt'li (iot'tltrtr;ttrtl l,,irwson Cior.rlorr, l0()0.1ct'(.s
<tf l.rrrcl ort Ftt.l.l.t,r.'s crt.,r.'k. .l n ;ttrotltt'r.' tlt:ccl to tlrc !i.t.lt-t(! l)ill.ti(!ti, Iitlrrir (.1 .

Gordon, widow of .John C. Gorclon, filed in Deccl l3ook G-1, pagr: 23[), anollrer
dclrl on tht: samc: propcrty to thtl gr;rntr-:es Maci< (iord<>n and Lar,vson Gordon,
tlre dered stating that she was thc: widow of John Calh<;un Gordon, deceasecl.
This Iater deed was executed in Homer, Banks County, Georgia. The records
of Banks Cou:rty show that Sarah Frances Gordon died and was buried in Level
Grove Cemetery near Homer, Georgia.

This is the first mention we see of their son JOHN LAWSON GORDON, no aEIe
is given, but he could be either Lawson Gordon, one of the brothers of Benj. F.
Gordon, or he could be the fath"i-oililawson Gordon'r which would make this
llrr: rrrrr:lt'o{ Rcrrj. F. Ciorclon. Wt'rlo firr<i etnollrcrr <.lct:cl cxr.crrtccl by John l,ftwsorr
(iol'tkrtt, hti s wiIt', ;trrtl S;rt';rlr I; r';rrr( r's ('ior"tlorr, ol' l,'r';rrrl<.]in (,orrrrl!, (ir.or.1:,i,r, tl,rtr.tl
1,95t/, ,in whjclr tlte:y b(:cluca-r. l-lr ;lrrcl st:ll l.lrt: r't:rrr;rirrdt:r' ol' tlrcir: irrhct.jtlrrrr:t. jrr l)jL: l(Lrtrl.
Cotrrrty, S.C. bcring about 147 arcr('s on Frrllcrs Cr:tlek, being thc larrci rrth.rt wc
Iived on rn'hen wc lived in the Pickcns District. 't

The record.s in Morgan County, Georgia, are not so good. .Vo"tty reports from
the 1830 to 1900 census reports which did not list all members of a family, but did
list the TTHEADS" of families. When a man was more than Zl and not married,
he ',,r,as still listed as "head of family. r'

Will Gordon, died 1918. . . no ase given
Andrew Gordon, married . . . arrcl had issue.
llit'lur t'ri Cclrclon, sll'\rrrtl jn Corr[t'rlr,r;r1(. il ruly. I)'i rl rrot s1.;rl.c rrr;r rjl;rl st;rlrrs
.rl l.lriFi ('(.nsrrrl 1.,rkirrpi, pr.olr.rbl1, ;rlrorr( |li7O.
Atr<lrt'w W. (lrrrclt.rtt, r'(:cr':i vr:cl .i rrlrt.r'it.;rrrr'r. l'r:orrr Jolrrr.l-,. (.itlr..clurr, 1'pt.11s,.r-1u
of Pic: k (rns C olrnty, S . Cl .

Another nrention, Anclrerv W. GorcJon, rlrarriecl childh6od sweethear:t of
Pickcns, S.C., daugirter of Reuben Clccrrran, Sr. darughter named Tcrresa.
John E. Gordon, Sr. rrrarried Ann Porterfield, a local beauty; had issue.
willi.am Gordon.... willi.am A. Gordon.... (perhaps the same)

RICI{ARD GoRDoN, SR. (my great-great grandfather).born Sept. 26, 1285,
died Marchz?, t86B. Came from Pickens or Spartanburg, S.C. to Carnes-
vi1le, Georgia, married, had issue, including Richard G. Gordon, Jr., and
was living in Morgan Corlnty, Georgja in census of 1830.

Itl CI-lAltD CiOItl)ON, J t{. ttr;tt'r':i ctl N,urr) y Millcr' (rrry grclt gr.irrrtlf;rlht.r. trrr<.1

grezrt grandmothcrr:) arncl irad issut-'. Flcr:e is the w;ry lh.e issuc was listecl off in
Madison County, Georgia, after the war Between the States was over:

Sam Gordon (my grandfather) Epting (Chunk) Gordon
Wm. Gordon Calvin Gordon, deceased
Remouth Gordon
(Note that none of the other sons or daughters were listed. )



t)n lt'l'Ll

Yct, in anclthe:r book i1 Madison ol'early Morgan County rt:coLds, Mr', Carcy
found that:

Calvin Gordon, late of Morgan C<r., has moved to Carnesville, Ga'

Dorothy Gc.'rdon, wif er. FIad is srte.
Ben Gordon (my grandfather) rrrarried Moliy Stewart,
L".y d;A;n, unmarried. . . . .

Clifford PhilliPs married Gordon

had issue.

Many of my relatives have asked'me what my research has revealed on the re-
l;rl.ionship betr,r,c(:n'ro1rl''t li.tres of Gorclons and the linc frorn which CENERAL
.t()l lN 1t" (;OI.t1)()hl rlt,st:r.rrrlr.<1 l'r'orrr. I lr;rv(' firl't t't'lrt'rl llrirr :trrglc tliligt'rrtly, allrl
Irt' t't' ,trti'l. lrtr t'sl.;tl-rlislrr,rl l;rt:ls ,t:"; I ltrrtrttl llrt'tlr:

CHApMAN GORDON was born 1757 near Fredericksburg, Va. (This is not the

John Chapman Gordon so often referred to in this manuscript. ) Chaprnan Gordon
1ived. in the rtolerr red house and died in 1795 and is buried under the Presbyterian
Church at Wilkesboro, N.C. This is the church in North WifiE?boto. No doubt

Chapman Gordon was the son of one of the three Gordon brothers that landed in
Charleston, S.C. tn 1724, or perhaps the grandson of one. He served in the war
of the Revolution, but was not in the battle of Kings Mountain. He was attached to
Gen. Benjamin Clevelandrs regiment and served most of his time as a private in
Virginia and N. C.

'l'lt<. f ir-r;llrr.rrt.l f,()n ol'(llr;rl)rrr;ln (lot'<lrltt witr-i llillrrt'rl Z,rr'lr;r t'i;rh Tlr'r',,,"1,r,, (i0t'rlotr,

lror.rr l'7,i(), ;rtrrl rlit'rl irr lltt,',, llt, r.l',rli t.rlut;tl.t'tl ;tl Ilrriott '1.'lrr'rt.l tl1.i:i t',r[ (iol. lt'1it' itr
It.i c:lrrrrolrt.l , Vu, , wlrie lr rl.i tl rrot lt.rvt, lllrl nrrrrrtr lltt..rr, its it wtr.s sit'ttllly tr.rllt'tl lrrt's -
bytet-i.ut Collrrge i:irid wcrs nothinr-l l-nort: th:tn a two story buildingswith scvcral
smaller buildins that housed from 75 to 100 students. On graduation, Zachbe-
came a minister, and one of his first church assignments was in Tennessee.

Zachariah married Margaret M. Thomas, of Bowling Green, KY., and they had

the following issue:

Washington King Goricn, died in I84? in his 2lst year. Zadhariah Chapman
Gordon died in 18?i. Served as a lieutenant in the Confgderate army; he was
et graduate of Mcrct:r Collcgc:.

.IOIIN illtOWN (;ORIX)N, lroln irr l-l 1>son Corttrty, (it:orpiiit., 1804. IIc ;rtlctr<1.'tl llrtr
ll, pl'(it.r.rr.1ii;r i1 Allrr.rrri , lrrrl rlitl rrol ;,il'.rtlrt,rlt'. llc w;rrr ('x('t'lrtiorr,rlly ltrilli,rrll,
irrrcl wir s arc.lrrrii.tr'cl 1g tltt, [it r witlrotrl cx:rttritt;.ttiotr, lrttt .;t l'tt'r ]rtt lr;ld givt'tt a -i5 -
minutc: spcc-.ch on thc house floor of tlrc Gcor:gia Asserrrbly of tlle Stat,.r Rt'pre-
sentatives. He practiced Law in Atlanta. He married F anny Haralson of La-
Grange, Georgia. In I86l he joined the Confederate army as a Captain of
trVolunteersrr; was promoted to Major; Lt. Co1., Co1., Major General and

Lieut. General. General Lee was very fond of him and wrote many letters ex-
tolling the qualifications of General Gordon and his Georgia volunteers. He was

given many tough assignments along with General Jubal Early, General Longstreet,
and was in battle many times with the units alongside General Stonewall Jackson.

This union produced several children: Hugh Haralson Gordon; John Gordon, Frank
Gorrlorr, his f;rvoriltr, wlto rrtovt'cl rvitlr lris rtrotltt'r'l.er Virginia to bcr close to his
l'.r1. lrt'r.. 'l'lrt. lrlr;it,s pl'lrirrlot.y r.(.( il,'rrr;rrry lirrrcri;tbottl Mt'u. Cot'tlotr lrrirrgirrg l'r;ttrk
to scc Ci crt, (ic.rr:<lott. Yutl <'atl liutrrt'c)tlt tlltr t'c'llrtiotrsltil' . " clist;rttt t:uttsirts'

lrl



To thank everyone that helpecl me in the preparation of tlr'is manuscript

would be an impossible task at this late stage in life. Bear in mind that

this feeble effort is the result of work.over a period of years that started

in I919. For those that helped rne, and are no longer here, I am especial.ly

grateful. I thank especially thosc cotrnty registr;rrs oi deeds; cottnty clerks 
'

t:'rrnly 'rrlirritt'it's, 
;rtr<l olltr'rs llr;tl wclrl tlrtt of lhr:ir wiry tO lrt'1p' T'hirly tlt'

rtr' y(,;l l:tj ;t,,1 | r.prrl,l r,r,r'ilr' l{t ;l ( prtlrly r)l'(littil I'y 'tlltl ltl wtrrtlrl t'lr1tt'r'l'ttlly

I()ol< llrr.()rt1",, lr llrt, r'r,,. trt'rlri, 8() l() ()lrl pit'il\/(ry,l.rtlri ;ttttl l() ttlrlt'r llttt)ltlt' tt'lt()

nrigl-r1. ht.l1r hirrr gr.l l.lr0 jn['orrrt.r.Liotr.l rv;ittltrrl. 'I'lris js no lorlgt:r'tt'ttt" ]

cloubt if ;iny clcrl< or orclinary u,t-rulcl itnswe)r yorl if yotr should writc atrd

ask hirn the simPlest question'

Inmyyouth,IheardmygrandmothermentiontheS.C.Gordonsquitea
lot, but strange to say she never mentioned those that lived in N' C ' Per -

haps the Gordons and the Loverns had been away from N.c' too long; too

many generations for her to recall'

She dicl tell me that a wag,on trajn of Gorclons and Stuarts left Virginia arotrnd

18,0() rrrrl st;rrl.r.<l f.r Cit'r"lrgi;t;trrrl f'r'rt t;trrrl by \i'ly (tl N'C' .'trcl S'(l' ;r'.t11 ll11:*it'

It.rr-ty-(,rltl wlrp,,()nli ,rlttl ()l't'r' IOO l)('|()l)lr tr'it'tl l(' l()r'<l S;rv;tttttltlt t'ivttt' ;rlr()rtt ']5
nrilcs nortl.r ol'Au;:,ust;l a.llcl w('l'L: irttircLcci by.l rrdilrtls ;1 $ soon aIs tht: Iir:st d0zt'tr

or So wagons were in the river. About a clozen wagons, supplies' horses and

tocils were lost and about Z0 people, mostly men who fought a delaying action

while the main body of wagons with women and children retreated back into

South Carolina and settled there for many years' A dozen or so years later

many of them d.id corne on to Georgia, your Ancestors'

The following, not listed alphabetically, were very helpful to me in this work:

Victor crockford, Alexander crockfor:d, James carqeY, John carey,
l-i,.,.,. 11 r>br.r1. Cot-clorr. Ilir.lrrr-rorrrl . Vir liir|i;rl Rr'r-' Jl;rll;rn Str-r'r'ar'l Gt.rrdt'rtt'

l),rll.'i, 'J.'t.x;tri; lt,'r'. (,l.rllttttttt l'ilt:',r'.t r't, S;t\''ltrlr;llr; lit'r'' (iot'dr:tt llit'r'il;'
Mrs. John C. Corclon, Picl<ens, S'C'; :rnd Miss Lucille W' Gordon'

Richmond, Virginia. All the above are deceased'

Also, the following who are str'lI living:
H.G.Gordon,Miami;Thos'E'Gordon'Orlando;M'rs'LucyBaxter
Gordon, Mrs. cleo Moser Gordon, Mrs. osie Gordon waters, Mrs'
Reba Hammond.... Also, many ordinaries from Homer' Georgia,

Madison, Georgia, Spartanburg, S. C. , Pickens, S. c. , wilkesboro, N. C, ,

Richmond, Virginia and Savannah, Georgia'


